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“Growth happens when you get back up after 
you’ve been knocked down,” boomed the 
shaky, amplified voice of the sixth grade girl 
opening the assembly at Union Academy last 
week. 

My stepson, Jack, was in the audience where 
I hoped he was hearing these words. He’s 
been knocked down a lot over the last few 
months. So much, in fact, that he’s presently 

grounded from pretty much everything except 
breathing.

Jack didn’t know that I was in the audience, 
nor was he aware that he would receive a 
Character Award that day. This wasn’t the 
first time he had been recognized for 
exemplary character traits but it couldn’t have 
happened again at a better time. Jack 
needed some encouragement, and a 
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reminder that everyone is occasionally  
knocked down was a perfect message.

Jack’s a good kid. He’s really smart, 
sometimes too smart for his own good. He’s 
one of the most inquisitive and perceptive 
kids I’ve ever known.

Despite that, his grades have fallen sharply 
this semester and Julia and I have hired a 
tutor to help him get back on track. They’ve 
fallen not because of any inability, but rather 
because of poor choices and lack of effort. 
When he brought home his last report card it 
had several zeros for his reading log 
assignments. He regularly reads between 
three and five books each week and the log 
requires only 20 minutes of reading each day. 
He did the work, he just didn’t document it. 

Jack is in the Homework club and has time at 
the end of the day to get all of his work done 
before he leaves school. However, since 
Christmas he’s been focused on the 
Nintendo Switch game console that Santa 
brought instead of his homework.  Despite 
our rule that it’s not to leave the house, he 
had been sneaking it to school. Rather than 
conquering homework he was conquering 
The Legend of Zelda which resulted in a 
dramatic drop in his grades. In just two 
months he went from an A student to a B and 
C student. 

Since it was nobody’s fault but Jack’s that his 
grades had fallen Julia and I decided he 
should pay for his tutor. To earn money, we 
arranged for him to spend a Saturday at his 
uncle David’s house helping with yard work. I 
didn’t have high hopes for this venture; Jack 
has never been one to bounce out of the bed 
on Saturday morning ready to go work. So 
you can imagine my jaw dropping when 
David called to tell me what a good job he'd 
done. 

“It was an absolute pleasure,” he said, “Jack 
did an awesome job, hung with me all day 
and never once offered a complaint.” 

That’s no small compliment coming from 
David, he is a man of high expectations. The 
next weekend Jack went back to work with 
his aunt who gave the same report.

“Jack did a great job today, I’d love to have 
him back.”

With a renewed focus on school and a tutor 
Jack’s grades have turned sharply again, this 
time in the right direction. Of course, I’m 
pleased with the shift, but I’m far more 
pleased with the overall shift in his attitude.  
As I said, Jack’s never been one to beg for 
work, so that first Saturday heading out to 
David’s house he was none too thrilled. But 
he came home beaming. The same thing 
happened the following week. Meanwhile, 
over the past three weeks, his homework has 
been done and I’ve not heard one complaint 
about having a tutor. Or having to pay for the 
tutor himself. 

In fact he’s so proud of earning his own 
money that he bought himself a new wallet. 

This past week he and I were driving and he 
said, “Hey, do you think any of your friends 
would hire me? I’m pretty good at yard work 
now, so maybe I could help them out and 
earn even more money.” Despite having 
been knocked down (I’m totally not kidding 
that he’s grounded from everything except 
breathing) he’s recovering, learning, and 
growing.

Now, if you know my wife, you know she 
loves Willie Nelson. She will often tell the 
story of how he once lost everything only to 
recover and become even more famous.  
Back in the late 80’s Willie found himself in 
pretty deep trouble with the Internal Revenue 
Service. He’d been recording music since 
1956 and by this time had dozens of gold and 
platinum albums and all the money that went 
with them. His accounting firm had 
recommended that he take advantage of 
some tax shelters in order to save some of 
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that money but it turned out the shelters were 
illegal. 

When the 
IRS came 
calling the 
back taxes, 
interest, 
and 
penalties 
were 
calculated 
at over $32 
million. On 
November 
9, 1990 they 

raided his house and took everything he 
owned. He lost his Pedernales Country Club, 
Dripping Springs Ranch, his recording studio, 
several properties in other states, along with 
most of his instruments, records, and 
memorabilia.  

In an instant he’d gone from incredibly 
wealthy to incredibly broke. He was fortunate 
that friends and fans bought much of his stuff 
back for him, but there was still the matter of 
the $32 million that he owed the IRS. I 
suppose he could have filed bankruptcy or 
used some other legal slight-of-hand to avoid 
the debt, but that’s not his style. Instead, in 
partnership with the IRS, he released a set of 
albums called The IRS Tapes: Who’ll Buy My 
Memories?  The proceeds cleared his debt 
and he was back on top within a couple of 
years.  

Last August I shared a story about my client, 
Ruth, and her son Josh. Talk about being 
knocked down - when I met them they were 
struggling with a terrible divorce that was still 
tied up in court. Ruth’s husband had left and 
although she was to get the house, it was not 
in any condition to be sold. Often when 
people are divorcing their homes are 
neglected and this was no exception. 

When I’d toured their house last summer 
there were major issues in nearly every 

room. Peeling paint, faulty plumbing, and 
incomplete work that Josh’s father never 
finished. I knew from our conversation that 
there was no money but, without fixing these 
problems, we’d never sell the house for a 
profit. To complicate matters their pantry and 
fridge were empty, save for a few bottles of 
water. In fact, some readers of this newsletter 
even contacted me so they could send food.

The situation was bleak but here we are, six 
months later, and they are in good shape. 
With a little help from us and lot of hard work 
the house is ready to be sold. Josh and Ruth 
did a lot of the work themselves. They 
arranged for friends and family to help. They 
even found a contractor who was willing to do 
some of the major work and wait until the 
house was sold to get paid. In the meantime 
Josh found a part-time job and managed to 
get himself re-enrolled at Wingate University 
where he’ll be graduating this fall. We’re 
putting the house on the market this weekend 
and it will sell at a price where Ruth can 
begin a new life, debt free, and with money in 
her savings account. 

Life is full of obstacles and setbacks. We’re 
all going to get knocked down from time to 
time. It’s what we do when we get back up 
that determines the outcome of our lives.
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Boy’s Night On The 
Town 
A few weeks ago one of my girls, Lilly, turned 
ten. “Double digits” she calls it. What she 
wanted for her party was a big sleepover. A 
couple of days beforehand my wife informed 
me that this would be a girls-only event. She 
said the boys and I would need to find 
alternative accommodations for the evening.

I took that to mean I should take the boys out 
for a night on the town, and that’s just what 
we did. As quick as I could get them home 
from school, cleaned up, and in their Sunday 
clothes we headed for Uptown Charlotte. We 
had dinner reservations, tickets to a play, and 
a hotel room overlooking the city. 

If you have kids, and if you’ve never been to 
the Charlotte Children’s Theatre, then you 
have to go. We saw Chronicles of Narnia: 
The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe. I’m 
not exaggerating in the least when I say it 
was outstanding. I would go see it again in a 
heartbeat. It runs through April 15th so you’ve 
still got time.

I’d never been to this theatre and didn't really 
know what to expect. They actually have two, 
the 570-seat McColl Family Theatre and the 
250-seat Wells Fargo Playhouse. Our show 
was at the smaller stage and although I’d 
agonized over which seats to purchase, 
every one has a great view. 

As we waited for the show to start I flipped 
through the program. I got a little worried 
when I realized there were only two actors in 
the play, both of whom were adults. Because 
it was a children’s theatre I’d expected child 
actors. I wondered how they could possibly 
pull off such a complex story with only two 
actors. However as I read their bios I realized 
that they were paid professionals.

The show started and it was incredible! The 
acting was first class, the set was gorgeous, 

and the sound effects were perfect. Each 
actor played multiple parts, shifting 
seamlessly between characters with costume 
changes as simple as a pair of glasses. Each 
piece of set pulled double duty, too.  An old 
trunk from an attic became a tea table in a 
fawn’s cave and a wooden coat rack became 
the lamp post in Narnia. 

The backdrop to the set was so well done 
that Jack actually thought it was a green 
screen and a projector. Sam was literally on 
the edge of his seat the entire time, smiling 
and laughing. Both boys said they had the 
best time and they’ve been asking ever since 
when we can go back. 

Coincidentally, I got an email from Children’s 
Theatre today announcing the 2018-2019 
season. I assure you that we’ll be back, and 
we might even let the girls come with us.  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Under Contract Signs: 
Just Whose Interest Do 
They Serve? 
A few days after I put her home under 
contract my client, Carole, asked me if I 
would be installing an Under Contract sign.

“Only if you insist,” I told her, “and it will be a 
few days. I don’t have one, so I’d have to get 
it made.”

It’s unfortunate but the reality in my industry 
is that I often see brokers do and say things 
that are not in the best interests of their 
clients. For the most part it’s things that you 
would need to be on the inside in order to be 
aware. A wink of an eye, or slight of hand.

For example, I received an offer on a 
property where the buyer’s agent said, 
“Listen, I’m not supposed to tell you this but 
my clients really wants the house and can go 
much higher than what they’ve offered.” That 
worked out well for my client, who had been 
considering a price reduction. Since we sold 
to them for much more than they offered my 
client made more money.  

The buyer’s agent made more money, too, 
but that’s another story. 

Other examples are easier to spot, in fact 
there’s one in particular that you’ve seen a 
million times.  It’s the Under Contract signs 
that many brokers will slap on top of the For 
Sale sign as soon as a home goes under 
contract. For them, it secures bragging rights 
and provides an opportunity to market 
themselves. “Look at me! I sold the house! 
You should hire me!” 

That may be true, but as I told Carole, it’s not 
in the seller’s best interest. 

Folks tend to get excited when their house 
goes under contract, so Carole is by no 
means the first client I’ve had to request an 
Under Contract or Sold sign.  But I always tell 
our folks they are not allowed to get excited 
when we go under contract because we’re 
really just getting started. Before we can 
close we have to get through property 
inspections, repair negotiations, the 
appraisal, and loan approval. Although most 
houses that go under contract do end up 
closing there’s certainly no guarantee.  

While we take steps to prevent the buyer 
from gaining any leverage during this process 
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they will routinely use the inspection as a 
platform upon which to bully the seller into 
making unnecessary repairs or reducing the 
sales price. In fact, a common strategy is for 
a buyer to agree to the seller’s asking price 
knowing full well they plan to beat them up 
during the inspection process. Sellers 
sometimes agree to make repairs or reduce 
the price because they fear the sale falling 
apart. In this situation it’s easy to feel as 
though you’re painted into a corner and have 
no other choice. 

But if you have a backup contract then none 
of that matters. A backup contract is just what 
it sounds like, another contract that serves as 
backup if the first contract falls through.  It’s 
negotiated just like the first contract but it 
doesn’t have anything to do with it. In fact the 
terms can be even better.  If, for instance, 
you’ve agreed to sell your home for 
$290,000. You could actually have a backup 
contract for $300,000.

See where I’m going here?  Following that 
example let’s say the $290,000 buyer has the 
home inspected and requests $10,000 in 
repairs. If you’re sitting on a backup contract 
with a sales price that’s $10,000 higher, what 
are you going to tell the buyer?  

Of course you’d say no!

Even if it’s not a higher price, or even if it’s a 
little bit lower, there mere fact that you have a 
backup contract is often enough to keep 
buyers from nickel and dimming you during 
inspections. The key to getting a backup offer 
is to continue marketing the property after it 
goes under contract. The most basic way to 
do that is for the agent to put their aside both 
their ego and the Under Contract sign. 

Adoption Update: 
Sentencing Date Set 
Last month I wrote about my cousin, Brian 
Medlin, and his wife Vanessa who have 

adopted a child from the Philippines. The 
story was about how I’d misunderstood their 
motivations which ultimately led to me 
misunderstanding their situation. 

I was writing about me being wrong but in 
doing so I had to tell the story of the girl they 
adopted. If you missed it you can pull it up in 
the archives at www.allrightsally.com but the 
abbreviated version is that she was 
horrifically abused by her former foster 
parents. In fact, after I published the story 
she asked, out of fear, that if I wrote anything 
else about it to please not use her real name 
or a photo.

Not surprisingly, people wanted to help so I 
started a GoFundMe campaign to raise the 
funds they needed to finalize the adoption 
and ensure this child has a permanent home. 
Over just a couple of days people came 
together to raise over $2,500 of the $5,000 
that is needed to make sure that sure that 
happens. 

I saw Brian today and let him know I’d be 
closing out the campaign. As we talked he 
told me that the District Attorney in charge of 
the case wanted he and the child to attend 
the foster parent’s sentencing. They’ll be 
traveling to California and while the cost may 
ultimately be reimbursed, for now he has to 
pay for it. The extraordinary expenses keep 
adding up. 

After we talked I realized it would make 
sense to give an update this month and leave 
it open for another week or so. If you would 
consider a donation you can find the 
campaign at https://www.gofundme.com/
medlin-family-adoption. 

To everyone that donated so far thank you so 
much. I appreciate it, and I know Brian and 
Vanessa do too. 
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What I’m Reading 
You know that one guy in your neighborhood that stocks food and water and rambles on about the 
end of the world?  Maybe you’ve seen the TV show Doomsday Preppers? In his book Emergency: 
This Book Will Save Your Life journalist Neil Strauss tells the 
story of how being assigned to cover a party at the White 
House on New Year’s Eve 1999 led to the decision that he 
needed to be truly prepared for a total disaster scenario.

The book is both entertaining and practical. In some of the 
more amusing sections Strauss ends up with a goat in the 
back yard of his L.A. home, being stuffed in the back of a car 
and driven across town, and being accosted by a concerned 
gentleman while he is disguised as a lady in the men’s 
bathroom of a Wal-Mart.

On the practical side he details how he obtained dual 
citizenship, learned to survive for days at a time in the forest 
with only a knife, and discovered the best place to cross the 
border into Mexico. 

The story begins with the author’s desire to learn how to 
escape disaster by fleeing the country but it ends with him 
discovering within himself a desire to stay and help others in a disaster. 

Through it all he maintained his relationship with his girlfriend (who’s most definitely not interested 
in this lifestyle), gets his certification as an EMT, joins his Community Emergency Response Team, 
and becomes a member of the California Emergency Mobile Patrol. 

4:30 AM Lost My Dress Shoes.   Cheat Day. 

Follow Me On Instagram @therwprice
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All right, folks.  Welcome to the April edition of All Right, Sally. This month I’ve got a story 
about what we can learn from my stepson, Willie Nelson, and one of my favorite clients. 
Spoiler alert: it’s not how to sing about mamas and cowboys. I’ll explain why I think Under 
Contract signs are terrible for folks selling their home. And I’ll tell you about the time that 
my wife kicked the boys and I out of the house for the night so she and girls could have a 
birthday sleepover. Also there’s a quick update on my cousin who I wrote about last month 
and a review of a really cool book that just might save your life.  
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