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When we last saw our hero, he had just 
completed an epic ten-month journey that 
culminated with the purchase of a historic 
home in Downtown Monroe. Removing a 
small area of the hardwood flooring in order 
to repair a soft spot led to the discovery of a 
much larger problem that could only be 
remedied by completely removing the flooring 
in three rooms. 

In this month’s episode, our hero is beginning 
to wonder if he’s actually a hero or if he’s 
merely lost his mind. That remains to be seen 
but one thing is certain, the movers arrive in 
seven days, and those floors will not yet be 
installed. That’s right, loyal readers, you’ll still 
be able to see the dirt. 

But wait, there’s more!
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Back in the 1980s, the house was converted 
into a bed and breakfast during which four 
bathrooms were added. They were plumbed 
with polybutylene supply lines, now known for 
bursting, so we wanted to replace them 
before moving in. The plan was to install the 
new supply lines, which required cutting out 

sections of the walls so that the plumbers 
could access the pipes, and also update the 
master bathroom while we were at it. Then, 
over time, we would remodel the other 
bathrooms and add a powder room on the 
first floor. 

Then we changed our minds. 

After gutting the master bathroom we 
realized that we weren't happy with the 
layout. Because the hallway to the bathroom 
had been built within the master closet there 
was a ton of wasted space - eighteen square 
feet to be precise - that could hold a lot of 
Julia's shoes.  The only solution was to also 
demolish the closet and then reconfigure the 
layout of both rooms. That was more than we 
wanted to take on before we moved, so we 
simply capped off the plumbing in the master 
bath, closed the door, and sealed off that 
room. It would be no problem since there’s 
another full bath on the main floor that we 
could use for now.   

On the second floor, there are two adjacent 
bathrooms, the larger of which had a really 
odd configuration. Despite being big enough, 
the toilet had been installed such that it was 
nearly touching the wall beside it and the sink 
was placed in a narrow alcove that I could 
barely fit in without my shoulders touching 
the wall on each side.  Nobody who looked at 
it could figure out why it had been built that 
way, but everyone agreed that since we’d 
removed so much sheetrock in order to 
access the pipes that we might as well go 
ahead and change the layout. So, we gutted 
that bathroom, too.

Well, that caused a conundrum. These two 
upstairs bathrooms had identical flooring and 
fixtures all of which dated back to the 1980s 
and had seen better days. Did we really want 
to go through the hassle of updating one and 
leave the other to be done later?  No, we did 
not, so we gutted that bathroom as well. 
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The dining room will look just like this on moving 
day. Who needs floors?

It was a tight squeeze to brush your teeth. 
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Are you keeping count here?  That’s three 
rooms with no subfloor and three bathrooms 
taken down to the studs, leaving just the one 
bathroom downstairs for seven people to 
share. Even on a temporary basis that didn’t 
sound like much fun, but things took yet 
another turn for the worse when the plumber 
showed up.

“I can do it without gutting the downstairs 
bathroom right now if you want, but I don’t 
recommend it,” he said. With most of the 
pipes now exposed, I agreed. The two 
bathrooms upstairs are over the remaining 
downstairs bathroom, part of which is being 
turned into the powder room. To avoid have a 
plumbing system that’s pieced and patched 
together it all needed to be plumbed at one 
time. So we gutted the remaining bathroom. 

It was then that we realized we had even 
more sheetrock to remove. Up to this point, 
we assumed the drain pipes for the upstairs 
bathroom ran down through the walls of the 
lower bathroom, but when we pulled the 
sheetrock off there were no pipes to be 
found. Instead, we found the original exterior 
wall of the house. Once the studs were bare, 
we could see that they actually turned and 
went through that wall, seeming to disappear 

into the master bedroom. With a few 
exploratory holes in the rear wall of the 
bedroom we discovered that a faux wall had 
been built to hide the pipes, and removing it 
would make the master bedroom nearly a 
foot wider.  So, we tore that wall out. 

With just three weeks remaining on the lease 
for our current house, I was just pulling 
permits for not one, but four bathrooms plus 
an addition. We’ve got sheetrock torn out all 
over the place, no functioning bathrooms, 
and no subflooring in the living room, dining 
room, or downstairs bathrooms. Extending 
our lease seemed like a no-brainer, and the 
owners of that house were happy to 
accommodate.  

Julia, however, wanted nothing to do with it. 
“All we need is one toilet, one sink, and one 
shower.  I don’t even care if they are in the 
same room,” she said. “Make it happen, 
we’re moving.”

Yes, dear. 

My friends all think I’m crazy, but this ain’t my 
first rodeo. Years ago, on the day I moved 
into the first house I ever bought, you could 
also see the dirt through an open subfloor. 
There was no kitchen and only one 
functioning bathroom. Back then I had two 
cats, and I’ll never forget the day a sheetrock 
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All the toilets at the new house are sitting on the 
back deck and I’ve convinced the kids that’s 
where they’ll have to use them. 

We had expected to find more pipes in this wall. 
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contractor came out to look at the job and 
saw them running around.  He thought it was 
so cool that I brought my cats out to the 
house when I was working on it. 

“Nah man, I live here,” I said, and he just 
stared at me. 

So I tell my friends not to fret. There might be 
a line for the bathroom when we move in, but 
we’ll be just fine. And who needs floors in the 
dining room anyway? Lots of people live in 
way less luxurious conditions. 

You know those trips I take in the summer 
with Lily and Sam, camping from the back of 
my truck? On Facebook, I’m a member of a 
group called Pickup Truck Camping.  For the 
most part, it’s guys like me who like to take 
road trips and enjoy camping out of their 
trucks. We talk about how we outfit our trucks 
for cooking & sleeping, technical stuff like 
dual battery setups and solar chargers, and 
good places to go “boondocking.”  

Most of us are weekend warriors, spending a 
few nights per year in our trucks, but there 
are few dozen members who live out of their 
trucks full time, some of whom have been 
doing it for decades. If those folks can make 
it in the back of a truck for that long, maybe a 
month or two in a house with only one 
bathroom and some missing walls won’t be 
that bad. 

At the very least it should be an adventure. 
Besides, as many of my clients would tell 
you, there are times when you have to 
endure a little discomfort in order to get what 
you want. Selling a house for as much as 
possible sometimes means living for a while 
in less-than-ideal conditions.

Last year, Ric & Deb Auwarter hired us to sell 
their 1940’s brick ranch. They were really fun 
clients, willing to do whatever it took to 
maximize their equity, and one of those 
things was refinishing the hardwoods. They 
can certainly relate to our bathroom situation 

because for the five days it took to apply the 
new finish they lived out of their sunroom with 
no way to get to a bathroom. It wasn't the 
most convenient thing, but any doubts as to 
whether it had been worth it vanished when 
the house went under contract for nearly 
twice what they’d paid just three years earlier. 

As for us, I have my doubts as to whether or 
not this will all be worth it, just to save a 
couple of week’s rent.  But with Julia being so 
excited about the new house, I’m even more 
doubtful about stopping her from doing it the 
way she wants to. If we don't run into any 
more problems this week we will actually 
have not one, but two functioning bathrooms 
when we move in next week. They might not 
have finished floors or painted walls, but the 
lights will turn on and the toilets will flush. 

I just stopped by the new house where she 
was insisting on cleaning despite the fact that 
the sheetrock crew isn’t done.

“You sure you don’t want to reconsider?”

“No way.”

I guess we’re moving in next week. Stop by if 
you’d like, but enter the living and dining 
rooms at your own risk. 
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Ric & Deb’s investment in their flooring increased their 
net sales price by much more than the cost of refinishing.  
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Rain Delay
“You know it only rained twice all winter, 
right?” someone asked me while back. 

“Say what?”

“That’s right,” he said, “the first time it rained 
for 43 days, and the second time it rained for 
72.”

It might have been funny if it hadn't been so 
painful.  I was thinking about his little joke a 
few weeks back as I sat on a stack of 
plywood in a garage watching the rain fall in 
Charlotte.

The plywood was meant for repairing the 
subflooring of a house we are renovating,  
but it couldn’t be installed until a damaged 
pier was repaired.  The pier hadn’t been 
repaired because the brick masons, weeks 
behind due to the rain, couldn't get to a small 
job as fast as quickly as I needed. 

By the time I was sitting there watching 
buckets of rain come down, the pier had 
been repaired, but the stack of plywood was 
still in the garage. The framers, unable to 
wait for the pier, were off on another job and 
just like that, I lost two weeks on my 
schedule. 

Rain delays can be like dominoes, with one 
leading to another. Despite my efforts to keep 
this project on schedule we’re over a month 
behind, but at least things are once again 
moving quickly. 

The exterior is nearly complete with the 
windows replaced, the brick painted, and the 
four columns on the front porch have been 
replaced by two cedar columns. All that 
remains are the shutters & touch up paint. It 
looks like a totally different house.   

Inside the sheetrock is up, covering the new 
plumbing & electrical systems, and the 
cabinets and trim have been installed. 

With the painters coming next week that 
leaves only the flooring, countertops, and the 
fixture installation before we’ll be cleaning the 
house to get ready for staging. As long as the 
dry spell holds we’ll get the landscaping 
installed and the house will be ready for the 
market next month. 

We’re looking for our next project now. If you 
know anyone looking to sell a house that 
needs a little TLC I’d appreciate you sending 
them my way.
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The kitchen on the day we bought the house.

New, improved, and soon to have quartz counter tops. 
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The Dockwood Music Show
Well, folks, I’m excited to say that the 
Dockwood Music Show was a success and I 
want to thank everyone for showing up to 
support local music and give money to an 
incredible local charity. 

Later this week we’ll 
deliver a check for $1,984 
to Turning Point, Inc. and 
we couldn’t have done it 
without each of the 200 or 
so folks who spent 
Saturday evening with us. 

Special, super-awesome, 
and extra thanks to Tim 
Ratliff and Taylor Starnes 
from the Oasis Sandwich 
Shop, Dustin Gatliff at 
Southern Range Brewing 
Co., David Prosser at 
Showmars Restaurant, 
John Wiggins at Urban 
Investments of Monroe, 
and Lloyd Trimble - my 
partner at R.W. Price 
Realty Associates. 

You guys were 
instrumental (pun absolutely 
intended) in making this event happen. Extra 

thanks to Steve Hicks at Dockwood Music for 
putting the lineup together, bringing the 
sound crew together, and dealing with the 
technical stuff.

The bands and volunteers were all incredible. 
I know I’m forgetting some, so 

forgive me for missing names 
but thanks to Jason Fraley, Erin 
Fox Clough, Ric Nelson, 
Michael York, Erin Fox Clough, 
Greg Baker, and Michael 
Everitt. 

Thanks to the Steve Hicks 
Band, Life Aftermath, Gas 
Money Home, and the rest of 
the bands. Thanks to the kids 
who showed up to play - those 
youngin's put their hearts into it! 

Thanks to everyone who shared 
the event and special thanks to 
WDZD 99.1 FM for having us 
on the air and promoting the 
event.

Hang tight folks, we’re just 
getting started, and y’all ain’t 
seen nothing yet! Looking for 

another show next spring, even bigger, 
better, and fabulotastic than this one was. 
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We had around 200 people at the Music Show and raise nearly $2,000
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Cheat Day 
@The Oasis Sandwich Shop

Killer Porsche 911
@Britsh Columbia, CA

Nice Day to Sail
@Little Washington, NC

Follow me on Instagram @therwprice

What I’m Reading 
With my first Spartan Race coming up the timing couldn’t have been better for this book. In the 
opening pages of Living With A SEAL the author, Jesse Itzler, describes when he first encountered 
the man known only as SEAL in the book:

“I first met the Navy SEAL who would soon be living with me at an 
ultramarathon. Well, I didn't actually "meet" him… "Saw him" would be a 
better description.

I was running the race as part of a six-person relay team. This Navy SEAL 
ran the entire event, alone. The race was self-supported, meaning you have 
to bring your own supplies. So, my team stocked up on bananas, energy 
bars, drinks, and food. This SEAL's supplies for the 24-hour race were a 
folding chair, water, and a bag of crackers. That's it.”

The rest of the book follows the month during which Itzler hired SEAL as his 
personal trainer. This wasn’t SEAL’s regular job, and he’d agreed to it on 

one condition. “You have to do everything I say, no exceptions.”

Day 1 was 100 pull-ups followed by a 6 mile run, and a promise that by the end of the month Itzler 
would do 1,000 push-ups in a single day. Over the course of the month SEAL led him on runs 
through blizzards, had him jump into a frozen lake, and made him sleep in a wooden chair.

Interspersed with the training details are hilarious stories of the author continuing to run his 
business, launch new products, and take care of his wife (who founded SPANX) and young son.  
It’s a quick and easy read, very entertaining, and for those of you who enjoy physical challenges it 
will leave you wondering if you’ve ever really pushed yourself. 
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All Right Folks, welcome to April. I don’t know about you, but I sure do have a lot going on 
this month. We put on  Dockwood Music Show that I told you about last month and I’m 
happy to say it was a success. Next week we’re moving into the house we bought last 
month, which I’m looking forward to, but it will be interesting to see how the family handles 
living in a house that’s still under construction. And, speaking of construction we’re 
wrapping up the a big renovation project in Charlotte - if the dry spell continues we’ll have it 
ready for the market in just a few weeks. I hope you’ll enjoy this edition of All Right, Sally. 

ALL RIGHT, SALLY 
Richard Price
201 N Main Street
Suite 111
Monroe, NC 28112

An original monthly publication by Richard Price. Father. Husband. Friend. Mountain Biker. Early 
Riser. Aspiring Author. Real Estate Broker & owner of R.W. Price Realty Associates. 
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